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Brockport Student Government

Constitution

PREAMBLE

We, the students of The College at Brockport, acting in the mutual belief that the student is the foundation of the College and recognizing the honor and dignity in self-determination do hereby establish the Constitution of our Student Government.

MISSION STATEMENT

Our mission is to earnestly represent the interests of students and increase student decision-making power, to improve campus life through the creation and continuation of viable and effective student services and to provide the student body with quality programs and events. We are determined to preserve and protect the traditions of The College at Brockport. We will support students and student clubs and organizations in their academic and community endeavors. We will serve as a liaison to the administration and promote partnerships. We will lead faithfully with perseverance, open-mindedness and integrity on behalf of all students. The members of the Brockport Student Government act as a sounding board for student opinions and to represent the students on various committees throughout The College at Brockport. The Brockport Student Government charges itself with creating and maintaining an environment for the promotion of student excellence. 

ARTICLE I

The name of this organization shall be the Brockport Student Government.

ARTICLE II

The purpose of the Brockport Student Government shall be to participate in the overall framework of The College at Brockport governance, to advocate the interests, and address the concerns of students and the College community through student representation and promotion of student organizations and activities.

ARTICLE III

General Membership shall be granted to each enrolled full-time and part-time undergraduate, and full-time and part-time graduate, students of The College at Brockport upon payment of the Brockport Student Government Mandatory Fee or upon obtaining an exemption according to the provisions set forth in the Brockport Student Government Bylaws.  All General Members of the Brockport Student Government are eligible to vote in elections and referendums.  All elements of the Brockport Student Government shall serve all students equally regardless of gender, age, color, creed, sexual orientation, or appearance.

ARTICLE IV

All legislative power of the Brockport Student Government will be vested in the Legislative Branch; all executive power in the Executive Branch; and all judicial power in the Judicial Branch.

ARTICLE V

§5.1.  The Board of Directors is the Legislative Branch of the Brockport Student Government.  The Board of Directors shall have the sole powers and responsibilities to propose legislation beneficial to the membership of Brockport Student Government, to establish committees to investigate and report on subjects vital to the student interest, to allocate all funds in a manner beneficial to the membership of Brockport Student Government, and to charter and recognize organizations.

§5.1.1.  Legislation is any legitimate document in which a change, alteration, reinforcement, or establishment of new policy or position is passed constitutionally.  The following are expressly not legislation: internal Board actions and appointments made by the President-Elect and Vice President-Elect during transition between administrations.

§5.2. The rules contained in the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the BSG Board of Directors in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the Board may adopt.

§5.2.1.  The Board of Directors may enact standing rules as described in Robert’s Rules of Order.

§5.3.  The Chairperson of the Board of Directors will be the Vice President of the Brockport Student Government.

§5.3.1.  The Chairperson of the Board of Directors, the Vice President, will have full and equal voting privileges.

§5.4.  The Board of Directors shall be composed of twelve general members, elected in accordance with the Bylaws of this Constitution for the Brockport Student Government.

§5.4.1.  Each General Member of the Board of Directors will have full and equal voting privileges.

§5.5.  The Board of Directors will elect, at its first meeting of the academic year, a Chairperson Pro-Tem from amongst their membership.  The Chairperson Pro-Tem will act as Chairperson of the Board of Directors in the absence of the Vice President.

§5.6.  The Chairperson of the Board of Directors shall nominate a Parliamentarian who is not a member of the Board of Directors, subject to Board confirmation, who shall have the duties and powers normally associated with that office.  The Parliamentarian shall review all motions to be brought up at any meeting, to insure adherence to the Brockport Student Government Constitution and Bylaws.

§5.7.  The Board of Directors shall have a Clerk, hired by Brockport Student Government, who shall be responsible to keep accurate minutes and records of the Board of Directors proceedings. The Clerk shall make these minutes available to any member of Brockport Student Government upon request. 

§5.8.  Quorum must be present in order for the Board of Directors to call a special meeting of the Board of Directors.

§5.8.1.  The Board of Directors attendance policy is not in effect during special meetings.

§5.9.   It shall be the duty of each Board member to attend the Board of Directors meeting. 

§5.9.1.  The roll shall be called at least twice each meeting, the first time being immediately after the call to order, and an additional time being after the second for motion to adjourn. A vote pertaining to question of adjournment will satisfy the call of roll.  Each Board of Director who is not present for a roll call shall be counted as having one-half an absence per roll call.

§5.9.2.  The Chairperson must be informed at least a week in advance of an impending absence to be excused and not incur an absence. At the meeting, the Chairperson shall announce the names of those who are excused. 

§5.9.3.  Any Board member missing more than thirty (30) minutes of a Board meeting shall have a full absence counted toward him/her. 
§5.9.4.  Any Board member shall be dismissed from the Board of Directors by the Chairperson after three (3) absences. He/she shall not hold a Board seat for the remainder of the academic year. He/she shall have one (1) week to appeal his/her dismissal to the Board of Directors. A two-thirds (2/3) vote will be necessary for his/her reinstatement.

§5.10.  The Board of Directors shall have the sole powers of impeachment for members of the Judicial Branch of the Brockport Student Government. No Justice shall be impeached without the concurrence of two-thirds (2/3) of the Board of Directors. Impeachment shall be handled as outlined in the Bylaws.

§5.11.  All voting on main motions shall be done by a variable call of the roll and it shall be recorded by the Board Clerk.

§5.12.  The Board of Directors shall have a faculty and/or staff member to act in an advisory capacity. 

ARTICLE VI

§6.1.  The Vice President shall serve in the capacity of the President, and or act as the President’s designee in the event that the President is unable to fulfill his duties.

§6.2.  The Vice President shall serve as the Chairperson of the Board of Directors.

§6.3.  The Vice President shall nominate the Board’s Parliamentarian.

§6.4.  The Vice President shall designate which General Board Members serve on the Board of Directors three Committees (Appropriations, Legislative, and Nominations and Review), and whom will serve as the Chairperson of the three aforementioned Committees; all chosen from the twelve (12) General Members of the Board of Directors.  

§6.4.1.  The Chairperson of the Appropriations Committee shall not be the Representative from any of the four Activity Committees.

§6.5.  The Vice President shall serve as the liaison between the Brockport Student Government and the legal counsel of the Brockport Student Government.

§6.5.1.  The Vice President shall ensure that any action undertaken by the Brockport Student Government is within the scope of the law, and is an action, which does not unreasonably enhance the liability of the Brockport Student Government.

§6.5.1.1.  The Vice President shall ensure that any contractual agreement, to which the Brockport Student Government intends to enter, has been reviewed and approved by the legal counsel of the Brockport Student Government.

§6.6.  The Vice President shall serve as the liaison between the Legislative Branch and the Executive Branch of the Brockport Student Government.

§6.7.  The Vice President shall establish the agenda for each Board of Directors meeting pending subsequent approval of the Board of Directors at said meeting.

§6.8.  The Vice President shall recommend each piece of legislation, which was constitutionally passed by the Board of Directors, to the President of the Brockport Student Government for review.

§6.9.  Should a vacancy in the Office of the Vice President occur, the President shall nominate a successor, who is subject to confirmation by a majority vote of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VII

The Treasury is a separate Department of the Executive Branch which shall be administered by the Treasurer of B.S.G. 

The Treasurer shall:

§7.1.  Be custodian of all books pertaining to the financial affairs of B.S.G.

§7.2.  Oversee income and expenses of all organizations of B.S.G.

§7.3.  Insure that all correct procedures of finance of B.S.G. are followed and take appropriate action with the consent of the Board when they are violated.

§7.4.  Provide all organizations with B.S.G. Board approved budgetary guidelines and prescribed forms upon request.

§7.5.  Present all proposed budgets received on or before the budget call deadline to the Board.

§7.6.  Review and suggest changes to fiscal procedures with reference to expenditure of allocated funds by any B.S.G. organizations, including the Executive Branch of B.S.G., the Board and all B.S.G. clubs and organizations.

§7.7.  A purchase order is processed with the signature of the Business Manager. 

§7.7.1.  Should the Business Manager not sign a purchase order, it will be voted upon at the next scheduled Board of Directors Meeting. The Business Manager will write or present a memo to the Board of Directors, stating his/her objections as to why the purchase order in question should not be processed. The Board of Directors may with a majority vote override the objections of the Business Manager. 

§7.8.  In absences of the BSG Treasurer, the BSG Business Office Manager or the Treasurer’s Student Designee with written consent (stating the reason the BSG Treasurer cannot sign the purchase order and the dates the BSG Treasurer will be unavailable) from the BSG Treasurer may be the only person to sign on the line designated for the BSG Treasurer. 

§7.8.1.  This copy will then have to be forwarded to the President of BSG, The College at Brockport President’s Designee and the original will be kept on file in the Business Office.

§7.8.1.1  This gives the Business Office Manager or the Treasurer’s Student Designee the right to sign purchase orders dealing with fixed overhead costs and any listed purchase orders described in the memo by the Treasurer of BSG.  However, if not listed they cannot be signed for until the treasurer is available or until reviewed by the BSG Board of Directors. During this time the BSG Treasurer is still fully responsible for all purchase orders that are signed by the BSG Business Office Manager or the Treasurer’s Student Designee.

§7.9.  In the event that the Treasurer does not sign a purchase order it will be discussed at the next scheduled Board of Directors Meeting.  

§7.9.1.  The Treasurer may present their objections to the purchase order in question or draft a written explanation.  With a majority approval the Purchase Order may be approved without the Treasurer’s signature. 

§7.10.  The Treasurer is responsible for writing and updating the B.S.G. Club Manual and enforcing it.

§7.11.  The Treasurer is responsible for communicating relevant financial information to the Chairperson of the Appropriations Committee in a timely fashion.

ARTICLE VIII

§8.1.  The President of the Brockport Student Government is the head of the Executive Branch. He/she shall hold office for one year, together with the Vice President chosen for the same term, elected as stated in the Bylaws.

§8.2.  The President shall be the official representative of the Brockport Student Government.

§8.3.  The President may veto legislation within one week of its constitutional approval by the Board of Directors.  In the event that the President signs said legislation or seven days have passed without the exercise of a veto the legislation in enacted. In the event of a veto, The Board of Directors has the right to override the veto by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of those present at the next Board of Directors meeting.

§8.4.  The President shall nominate a candidate subject to confirmation by majority vote of the Board of Directors to the positions of judges to the Student Court, heads of Administrative Departments of the Brockport Student Government, Election Commissioners, General Members of the Board of Directors in the instance of vacancy, the Vice President in the instance of vacancy, and the Treasurer in the instance of vacancy.

§8.4.1.  The President Elect shall have the authority to nominate persons for positions in the Executive Branch, Student Court and any other offices of Brockport Student Government, which are nominated by the Office of the President. The terms of such offices shall start concurrent with that of the President Elect, or thereafter.

§8.5.  The President shall report to the Board of Directors at least twice a semester on the State of the Government. The President shall make recommendations, as he/she deems necessary. 

§8.6.  In the instance of a vacancy in the Office of the President, the Vice President shall become the President. The Treasurer shall be next in line of succession for the President, to hold office in an acting capacity until a new President is chosen by general election. Following the Treasurer the following members shall ascend to the Office of the President, in the event that there is a vacancy, respectively: Chairperson Pro-Tem, Chairperson of the Appropriations Committee, Chairperson of the Legislative Committee, Chairperson of the Nominations and Review Committee, Programming Director, and Executive Assistant to the Office of the President.

ARTICLE IX

§9.1.  The Student Court is the Judicial Branch of the Brockport Student Government. 

§9.2.  The Student Court shall be composed of five (5) student justices. 

§9.2.1.  Three (3) Justices members shall constitute a quorum to conduct business. 


§9.3.  Each Student Court Justice shall serve a term of two years. 

§9.3.1.  Each member must meet the qualifications as stated in the bylaws.

§9.4.   In case of a vacancy in the Student Court, the President must appoint members to fill said vacancy for the remainder of the term. 

§9.5.  The court shall elect by a majority vote a Chief Justice from among their members.

§9.5.1.  The election of Chief Justice shall take place at the first meeting of the Student Court each academic year.

§9.6.  The Student Court shall hold meetings no less than once every two weeks. The meeting time and date of the following meeting shall be set by the Court at each meeting. The Executive and Legislative branches of Brockport Student Government shall be notified.

§9.7.  The Student Court shall have sole powers to try all impeachments except those involving themselves, which shall be tried by the Board of Directors.

§9.7.1.  There shall be present at all trials a faculty or staff member appointed by the Student Court to act in an advisory capacity.

§9.7.2.  Any party ruled against by the Student Court shall have opportunity for an appeal if they so desire. The Student Court shall handle the appeal at their next scheduled meeting provided that there is new evidence to merit an appeal.

ARTICLE X

§10.1.  Amendments to this Constitution can be implemented by a three fourths (3/4) affirmative vote of the Board of Directors at two consecutive meetings followed by an affirmative majority student referendum at the next all campus wide election. The amendment shall be added if approved by a majority of those students voting.


§10.2.  The Board of Directors shall have the right to establish Bylaws.

§10.2.1.  Bylaws may be amended at any regular Board of Directors Meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote provided that the amendment was submitted in writing at the previous meeting and so noted in the minutes as bylaw or bylaw changes and recorded on the Action Sheet as “Proposed Bylaw/Bylaw Change – 1st Meeting” and therefore noted “2nd Consecutive Meeting” when the bylaw/bylaws change was voted on.

ARTICLE XI

§11.1.  This Constitution shall become effective on commencement day 2009 at noon upon ratification by the Brockport Student Government membership. A majority of those voting shall be needed for ratification.

§11.2.  The views and opinions expressed by the member clubs and affiliated organizations of the Brockport Student Government are not necessarily the views and opinions of the Brockport Student Government or the student body as a whole.

ARTICLE XII

This Constitution replaces and supersedes all previous Brockport Student Government Constitutions.

§12.1.  This Constitution was last amended on May 14, 2009 at which time the affirmative vote resulting from a campus wide election which was held April 6-7, 2009, of seven hundred eighty six students (786)  in favor and ninety five students (95) opposed, was enacted to adopt this Board of Directors approved Constitution.  
